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MEMBERS: Member R K Elix (Chairman);  The Right Worshipful, The Lord Mayor, Mr 

G R Sawyer,  Member J L Sangster;  Member G A Lambert;  Member H D 
Sjoberg. 

 
OFFICERS: Chief Executive Officer, Mr B Dowd;  General Manager Infrastructure, Mr 

L Cercarelli;  Manager Climate Change & Environment, Mrs P Robinson;  
Manager Infrastructure Projects, Mr D Lelekis;  Manager Infrastructure 
Maintenance, Mr K Smith;  Assistant Committee Administrator, Mrs A 
Adams. 

 
Enquiries and/or Apologies:  Amanda Adams 
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Committee's Responsibilities 
 
* Car Parking    * Public Facilities 
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* Parks and Reserves  * Urban Enhancement 
* Plant Management   * Waste Management 
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1 MEETING DECLARED OPEN 
 
 
 
2 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
2.1 Apologies 
 
 
 
2.2 Leave of Absence Granted 
 
 
 
3 ELECTED MEMBERS CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION 
 
 
 
4 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
Nil 
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5 WITHDRAWAL OF ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
 COMMITTEE’S DECISION 
 
THAT the Committee resolve under delegated authority that all Information Items and 
Officers Reports to the Environment & Infrastructure Committee Meeting held on 
Monday, 19 October , 2009, be received and all recommendations contained therein be 
adopted by general consent with the exception of Item Number ...... 
 
DECISION NO.20\() (19/10/09)  
 
 
 
6 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES PERTAINING TO THE PREVIOUS 
ENVIRONMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 COMMITTEE’S DECISION 
 
THAT the Committee resolve that the minutes of the previous Environment & 
Infrastructure Committee Meeting held on Monday, 21 September, 2009, tabled by the 
Chairman, be received and confirmed as a true and correct record of the proceedings of 
that meeting. 
 
DECISION NO.20\() (19/10/09)  
 
 
 
7 BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES PERTAINING TO THE 

PREVIOUS ENVIRONMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE MEETING 
 
 
 
8 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
Nil 
 
 
 



 

 

ENCL: YES 
DARWIN CITY COUNCIL 

DATE:    8/10/09
REPORT 

 
TO: ENVIRONMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE 

COMMITTEE/OPENA 
  

APPROVED: DL 

 
FROM: GENERAL MANAGER INFRASTRUCTURE APPROVED: LC 
 
REPORT  
NO: 

09TS0181DL   

 
COMMON  
NO: 

1486204 

 
SUBJECT: MY0800 CITY REVITALISATION - UPDATE OCTOBER 2009 (ENTIRE 

PROJECT) 
 

 
ITEM NO: 9.1 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
The Darwin MY0800 City Centre Revitalisation Project 2009 is the result of a 
successful submission for Federal Government funding under the Community 
Infrastructure Program-Strategic Projects. 
 
As the result of the submission, $3.6 million in Federal funding was secured towards 
the construction of the following key project components: 
 

A. Knuckey Street Connection 1; 
B. Smith Street Connection 2 (Smith Street Mall); 
C. Smith Street Connection 3 (Knuckey Street to Peel Street); and 
D. Raintree Park. 

 
The remainder of the project budget of $7.0 million is made up of contributions from 
the Darwin City Council, Northern Territory Government and the private sector 
totalling $3.4 million.  
 
This report provides an update on progress of the MY0800 City Centre Revitalisation 
Project 2009 key project components as of October 2009. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
The MY0800 City Centre Revitalisation Project 2009 is a collaboration of the 
Australian Government, the Darwin City Council, the Northern Territory Government 
and elements of the Private Sector. 
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The aims of this project are to create a sustainable, event friendly, retail friendly and 
24 hour city. 
 
The outcomes of the projects are anticipated to include: 
 

 Improvement in the Darwin Central Business Zone infrastructure for the 
greater Community of Darwin; 

 Encourage greater use of the City Centre; 
 Create a stronger identity for the capital city of the Northern Territory; 
 Attracting more interstate and international visitors; 
 Stimulation of the local economy and creation of local employment through 

Public and Private sector investment; and 
 Strengthening of inter-governmental partnerships at a local, state/territory 

and federal level. 
 
A description of each key component of the Project 2009 is provided below: 
 
A. The key philosophies driving the MY0800 City Centre Revitalisation Project 

2009 are: 
 

 Improving the streetscape design of the city streets; 
 Greening these streets and providing more shade; 
 Building better pedestrian connections – less clutter, more movement; 
 Establishing a safe pedestrian environment; and 
 Creating a framework for a combination of public and private sector 

investment; and 
 Provide a “kick start” for the revitalisation of Darwin’s City Centre. 

 
B. Knuckey Street Connection 1 (Mitchell Street to Cavenagh Street): 
 

 Introduction of lit tree build-outs and large shade trees; with stone and 
timber seating nodes. 

 Upgrading of a tourist bus set-down area, incorporating seating and 
information panels; and a new upgraded footpath in front of Raintree Park. 

 Opportunity for a secure taxi set down area. 
 Promotion of alfresco dining opportunities in the Darwin Central Business 

Zone; and 
 Improving the ground works and aesthetics of the Smith Street/Knuckey 

Street intersection, thereby promoting pedestrian movement along Smith 
Street and Knuckey Street, 

 
C. Smith Street Connection 2 (Smith Street Mall): 
 

 Removing clutter within the Mall to open it up to increased pedestrian traffic; 
(existing seats and raised planters). 

 Upgrading existing shade structures in the Mall so that they become key 
“event” spaces in the Darwin Central Business Zone; 
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 Introduction of a central row of tree clusters, including large trees shade 
trees (eventually) with new seating nodes; and 

 Introduction of additional compact children’s’ play equipment, as part of the 
Public Art strategy. 

 New way finding and tenancy signage. 
 Improved lighting and furniture. 

 
D. Smith Street Connection 3 (Knuckey Street to Peel Street): 
 

 Removal of existing landscaping elements such as raised planter beds and 
shrubbery, to create a safer and more inclusive pedestrian environment; 

 Creation of and enhanced Wet Season covered link between the Chinatown 
Car park to the Smith Street Mall; 

 Promotion of alfresco dining opportunities in the Darwin Central Business 
Zone;  

 Promotion of a diverse and active retail edge; and 
 Introduction of large shade trees. 
 Improved lighting. 

 
E. Raintree Park: 
 

 Creation of a vibrant “city square” 
 Expansion of soft landscape (ground cover and turf) around the base of the 

Rain Trees to improve tree health. 
 Incorporation an enhanced retail promenade to the park edge. 
 Creation of a new ‘stage’ area to improve the ability of the overall park 

structure to cope with key community events; and 
 Promotion of disabled-compliant and stronger cross-city pedestrian 

connections. 
 
This project is an example of a high profile project involving all three tiers of 
Government and has generated private sector interest, having already lead to a 
private sector monetary contribution towards the Raintree Park component, with the 
possibility of further private sector contributions. 
 
PROJECT TEAM 
 
The team for this project comprises of a team of consultants covering the various 
aspects of the works and includes the following: 
 

 Tract Consultants – Principal Consultants, Urban Designers & Landscape 
Architects; 

 Rider Levett Bucknall – Cost Planners; 
 Troppo Architects – Architects; 
 Aurecon – Consulting Engineers and Program Planners; 
 DotDash – Environmental & Wayfinding Signage; 
 Positive Solutions – Public Art Consultants; 
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 Creative Territory – Public Relations Consultants; 
 The Stump Man – Arborial Consultant; and 
 Various Darwin City Council Officers. 

 
PROJECT ROLL-OUT 
 
The components will be rolled out in two packages. One package will be the 
Knuckey Street Connection 1 and the other package the combination of the Smith 
Street Connection 2 (The Mall, Smith Street Connection 3 (Knuckey St to Peel St) 
and Raintree Park. 
 
Each package will be delivered through public tender. 
 
The estimated timing of the MY0800 City Centre Revitalisation Project 2009 
components is currently under review and an updated time line will be presented 
with the next progress report. The timing is subject to weather and supply chain 
issues. 
 
PROJECT PROGRESS 
 
The progress and planned milestones in relation to each component of the project is 
described below: 
 
Council Officers have transported the trees purchased for the MY0800 City Centre 
Revitalisation Project 2009 to Council’s Operations Centre and these trees are being 
propagated and nurtured to maximise their condition and size prior to their 
designated planting positions.  This has not only been an exercise in producing the 
best available trees for the purposes of this project, but also as an exercise to 
increase the skills base of the Council staff charged with maintaining and nurturing 
these trees, with a view to possibly extending the practice on a larger scale into the 
future. 
 
Photos of the Syzygium Armstrongii. Currently being propagated at the Operations 
Centre are contained within Attachment A of this report. 
 
KNUCKEY STREET – STAGE 1 
 
The consultation process for the Knuckey Street – Stage 1 process has been 
completed and the outcomes of the consultation process were summarised in 
previous report number 09TS0130 (20/08/09). 
 
As a result of internal review and the consultation process, several minor 
amendments were made to the project drawings. These include the removal of one 
(1) planter area outside Darwin Central and the use of Allosyncarpia Ternate 
adjacent to Raintree Park area and along the old Woolworths site frontage, with the 
balance of trees remaining Syzygium Armstrongii. 
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At the Ordinary Council Meeting on 25 August 2009, Council approved that the 
Knuckey Street Connection 1 project proceed to detailed design and documentation, 
tender and Construction. 
 
The tender for Stage 1 of the Knuckey Street project was advertised on Saturday 12 
September and again on Thursday 17 September 2009.  Tenders closed on 
Thursday 1 October 2009 and the tender assessment process has commenced. 
 
It is envisaged that a tender will be awarded for the project by the end of October 
2009 and that construction works will commence on-site by the first week of 
November 2009. 
 
The project period is 12 weeks. 
 
SMITH STREET (WEST), THE MALL AND RAINTREE PARK 
 
A presentation regarding the concepts for Smith Street, The Mall and Raintree Park 
was made at Council’s Ordinary meeting on the 11 August 2009. 
 
The concept designs for Smith Street (West), The Mall and Raintree Park were 
adopted by Council at it’s Ordinary Council meeting on 25 August 2009 and Council 
approved proceeding with the public consultation process in respect to this project 
package DECISION NO.20\1944. 
 
Darwin City Revitalisation – Update August 2009 (Entire Project) 
Report No.09TS0130 DL:kb  (20/08/09)  Common No. 1486204 
 
A. THAT Report Number 09TS0130 entitled Darwin City Revitalisation - Updated 

August 2009 (Entire Project), be received and noted. 
 
B. THAT Council proceed with detailed design and documentation, tender and 

construction for works in Knuckey Street – Stage 1 in accordance with Knuckey 
Street Key Moves Ribbons of Green 2009 document Attachment D to Report 
Number 09TS0130. 

 
C. THAT Council adopt concept designs for Smith Street (West), The Mall and 

Raintree Park detailed in Attachment E to Report Number 09TS0130 and that 
public consultation relating to the document be undertaken outlined in Report 
09TS0130 and the communications and marketing strategy. 

 
DECISION NO.20\1944 (25/08/09) Carried 
 
Comments made by Council at the presentation have been noted and will be 
attended to as part of the consultation stage and at detailed design. 
 
The public consultation process utilising the concept designs approved by Council 
will be completed on 9 October 2009. 
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The forum for business owners within the focus areas of the package took place on 
Wednesday 7 October 2009 and the overall view is that the concept designs 
presented met with the general approval of the business owners or their 
representatives. 
 
The current concept designs will only progress to detailed design/documentation and 
tender stage when they receive final Council endorsement following the conclusion 
and evaluation of the public consultation process. 
 
The consultation strategy is outlined in the Public Relations Implications section of 
this report. 
 
Public Art: 
 
A Public Art Consultant has been commissioned and has commenced work on the 
development of a Public Art Strategy for the project. 
 
End of Project Audit: 
 
To be undertaken at end of project. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The estimated costs of the key components of the Darwin City Centre Revitalisation 
Project 2009 are as follow: 
 

A. Smith Street Connection 2 (Smith Street Mall): $3,055,404; 
B. Knuckey Street Connection 1: $1,508,770; 
C. Smith Street Connection 3 (Knuckey St to Peel St): $1,144,741; 
D. Raintree Park: $1,000,515. 

 
A Public Art allowance (4% of total budget) of $228,722 an End of Project Audit 
allowance of $26,000 and miscellaneous cost are additional to the key component 
estimated costs. 
 
The total project budget is $7,000,000. 
 
The $7,000,000 project budget is comprised of the following contributions: 
 

 Federal Government Contribution: $3,600,000; 
 Northern Territory Government Contribution: $1,750,000 

($1,500,000 towards Knuckey Street Connection 1 and $250,000 towards 
Smith Street Connection 3); 

 Darwin City Council Contribution: $1,150,000; and 
 Private Sector Contribution to date: $500,000 (towards Raintree Park). 
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STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal 
1 Achieve Effective Partnerships and Engage in Collaborative Relationships 
Outcome 
1.1 Improve relations with all levels of Government 
Key Strategies 
1.1.1 Effectively engage with Territory and Australian Government officials, 

particularly in the Darwin region 
Key Strategies 
1.1.3 Develop partnerships and joint projects with other levels of government 
Key Strategies 
1.1.5 Influence Government and developers to develop sustainable projects which 

reflect Darwin’s lifestyle  
 
Goal  
2 Enhance Darwin’s Active, Positive and Flexible Lifestyle 
Outcome 
2.1 Improve urban enhancement around Darwin 
Key Strategies 
2.1.2 Continue to implement the CBD Streetscape Strategy 
Key Strategies 
2.1.3 Support the NT Government’s Ribbons of Green and CBD entry node 

upgrade initiatives 
Key Strategies 
2.1.4 Provide a clean and liveable municipality 
 
Goal 
7 Demonstrate Effective, Open and Responsible Governance 
Outcome 
7.2 Display strong and effective leadership, within Council and across 

Government 
Key Strategies 
7.2.2 Display Council’s leadership across all levels of Government 
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LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
A fully integrated marketing communication plan has been developed for the entire 
project under a project branding featuring the “MY0800” logo.   
 
This branding reflects the postcode of Darwin and acts as an invitation to the 
community of Darwin by personalising the destination, MY CITY, MY DARWIN, 
MY0800. 
 
Major activities undertaken over the last month include: 
 

• The concept design masterplan documents for the Smith Street Mall, Raintree 
Park and Smith Connection were displayed in the Darwin Civic Centre and the 
Casuarina, Nightcliff and Karama Libraries with community feedback forms. 
 

• Council staff were available in the Smith Street Mall on 10, 11, 17 and 18 
September to meet with the community to discuss the concept plans for the 
project. 
 

• This community consultation was promoted through advertisements in the NT 
news and via a media release. 
 

• Deputy Lord Mayor, Helen Galton was interviewed on ABC radio regarding 
community consultation on play spaces. 
 

• ABC presenter, Leon Compton included the consultation on play spaces in his 
regular program and invited listeners to suggest ideas for the Mall. 

 
• Property Owners in the project area were invited to attend a Business Forum 

with the Lord Mayor and Tract consulting to discuss the project on 7 October. 
A report on the questions raised at the forum is included as Attachment B of 
this report. 
 
A postcard with information about the project and relevant contact details was 
hand delivered to all traders within the precinct by Darwin City Council staff. 
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• Plans for a media event to announce the commencement of the Knuckey 
Street works are underway. The event will be attended by all funding 
representatives. Date yet to be confirmed.  
 

• Plans continue for a television commercial to promote the vision of the project. 
 

• An issues database is being developed to manage and tracks potential 
issues. 

 
• All media activities continue to achieve positive media coverage. 

 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Nil. 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
Nil. 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
Tract Consulting 
Creative Territory 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
Extensive consultation has and will continue to be undertaken with property owners, 
the general public and other stakeholders. 
 
A detailed report regarding outcomes of recent consultation activities is being 
prepared for Council’s consideration. 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Appropriate signage will be installed. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT Report Number 09TS0154DL entitled MY0800 City Revitalisation - Update 
September 2009 (Entire Project), be received and noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DROSSO LELEKIS LUCCIO CERCARELLI
MANAGER INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROJECTS 

GENERAL MANAGER 
INFRASTRUCTURE

 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Drosso Lelekis on 89300414 or 
d.lelekis@darwin.nt.gov.au 
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REPORT  
NO: 
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NO: 

201133 

 
SUBJECT: AGILE WALLABY CENSUS - EAST POINT RESERVE 

 
 
ITEM NO: 9.3 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
 
Surveys to estimate the size of the Agile Wallaby (Macropus agilis) at East Point 
reserve have been collected since 1989. Part of this process has been to engage a 
consultant to provide the population estimate and to make recommendations on 
strategies that might be employed to increase the health and size of the mob. 
Outsidesign undertook a scheduled agile wallaby count at East Point Reserve in 
September 2009 (Attachment A). 
 
GENERAL: 
 
At the 2nd Ordinary Council Meeting in April 2009, it was resolved: 
 
Agile Wallaby Census East Point Reserve 
Report No 09TS0046 KS:nh  (23/03/09)  Common No.201133 
 
A. THAT Report Number 09TS0046 entitled, Agile Wallaby Census – East Point 

Reserve, be received and noted. 
 
B. THAT Council continue with the existing program supporting the East Point 

Agile Wallaby Population Program in the 2009 dry season, consisting of water 
troughs, irrigated grass and fertilisation.  

 
DECISION NO.20\1481 (28/04/09) Carried 
 
The Outsidesign Report, September 2009 estimates the population of the Agile 
Wallaby at East Point at 205, which is an increase over the figure of 171 in the 
previous count in March 2009. The target population is identified as 250 – 300 
animals. 
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The report considers a number of possible causes and management options 
including carry capacity small population, prediction and disease. 
 
The report concludes the following: 
 
“Based on the discussion above, it is likely that the carrying capacity combined with 
the small population is limiting growth in the population. As recommended in 
previous reports, the current strategy of providing troughs for watering points and 
sprinklers for green grass in the dry season should probably be expanded in 2009 
dry season as this strategy combines lowest risk and cost.1” 
 
1Population estimate of the Agile wallaby (Macropus agilis) at East Point Reserve, Darwin: September 
2009 report by Tony Grithits Outsidesign. 
 
Council has based on previous reports provided watering troughs and increased 
irrigation in the “wallaby paddock”. Fertilising applications have been applied in 
accordance with a long term program. 
 
It is recommended that no further expansion of the area occur in the 2009 wet 
season, Council’s focus be on continuing and improving on the existing watering 
troughs, irrigation and fertilisation program. This will allow Council more time to 
adequately assess the success or otherwise of this program and the implementation 
of an adequate fertilisation program not previously in place. 
 
Furthermore, Council officers will continue to investigate methods to provide Council 
with information on sustainable strategies and recommendations to conserve the 
biodiversity of East Point Reserve. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
To be undertaken within existing programs. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN IMPLICATIONS: 
 
The issues addressed in this Report are in accordance with the following 
Goals/Strategies of the Darwin City Council 2008 – 2012 as outlined in the ‘Evolving 
Darwin Strategic Directions: Towards 2020 and Beyond’:- 
 
Goal 
4 Create and Maintain an Environmentally Sustainable City 
Outcome 
4.4 Enhance, preserve and protect the Darwin environment 
Key Strategies 
4.4.2 Enhance water quality, ecological systems and biodiversity in Darwin 
 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
NIL 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
NIL 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS: 
 
NIL 
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: 
 
NIL 
 
DELEGATION: 
 
NIL 
 
CONSULTATION: 
 
Outsidesign Consulting 
Parks and Reserves Urban Bushland Team 
 
PROPOSED PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS: 
 
NIL 
 
APPROPRIATE SIGNAGE 
 
Nil 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
THAT it be a recommendation to Council:- 
 
THAT Report Number 09TS0046 KS:nh entitled Agile Wallaby Census – East Point 
Reserve, be received and noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KERRY SMITH LUCCIO CECARELLI
MANAGER INFRASTRUCTURE 
MAINTENANCE 

GENERAL MANAGER 
INFRASTRUCTURE

 
Any queries on this report may be directed to Kerry Smith on 08 8930 0655 or 
k.smith@darwin.nt.gov.au 
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9 OFFICERS REPORTS 
 
9.4 Capital Works Interim – September 2009 Update 
 Report 09TS0183 SMCD  (07/10/09)  Common No 1541601 
 
 
Report Number 09TS0183 has been distributed separately with the Business Papers 
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9 OFFICERS REPORTS 
 
9.5 Bagot Oval Upgrade – Update October 2009 
 Report 09TS0179 SMCD  (07/09/09  Common No 1254709 
 
 
Report Number 09TS0179 has been distributed separately with the Business Papers 
 
 
 
 



OPEN SECTION     PAGE E&IC10\7 
Environment & Infrastructure Committee Meeting - Monday, 19 October, 2009 
 
 

  
OPEN SECTION    PAGE  E&IC10\7 

9 OFFICERS REPORTS 
 
9.6 Smith Street Connection – Progress Report October 2009 
 Report 09TS0178 SMCD  (07/09/09  Common No 316857 
 
 
Report Number 09TS0178 has been distributed separately with the Business Papers 
 
 


